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(North-west part of the construction site of
Playground in Zone A of the Kodomo No Kuni)
1966, From the album of document photos of
construction of the Kodomo No Kuni playground.
National Archives of Modern Architecture,
Agency for Cultural Affairs, inv. 17-3-1-04
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(Site of Triangle Sandpit, Kodomo No Kuni
Playground) 1966, From the album of document
photos of construction of the Kodomo No Kuni
playground. National Archives of Modern
Architecture, Agency for Cultural Affairs, inv.
17-3-1-16
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(Banking and Leveling in the north-west part
of the Kodomo No Kuni Playground) 1966, From
the album of document photos of construction
of the Kodomo No Kuni playground. National
Archives of Modern Architecture, Agency for
Cultural Affairs, inv. 17-3-1-17
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{Construction of Iwayama(Craggy Mountain),
Surface Cutting> 1966, From the album of
document photos of construction of the Kodomo
No Kuni playground. National Archives of
Modern Architecture, Agency for Cultural
Affairs, inv. 17-3-1-15

HAREEIN T2 b hb, LITHT
J ZF O OEMIL. MR D PEKEEIE
HHIHRRTET, ZOXHEO THER L, TR
BEEL STV ZEEEHDE S,

AR HEHMIZOWTIE, KEFZEEIRE L
T\ 72196647 Bk IR & S b L 5 i T H o e # il
RALFH OB HE (fig12) 2 W5 & Wi yeiEo
AR B EIEHRICEDR - EOT IERSR
THD. B01ANRY) BFEEMMINICH - 7k 112 &
L3IV NN o2 Lbh b,
@WHE L ZORBICHET 24 %4 - 7 FOHR
EZfAREEF— 7 L3 2 BEHOEW KA

fig.12

KAEWF7E [ Ve B 30 B AL V6 SR ik | (B8 19664F
KW EIRE o &b o IBEAE - AMXITH
e B R

(North-west Part of the Site, Kodomo No Kuni
Playground) 1966, photographed by Otani
Associates (former Sekkei Rengo), YMA Otani
Associates Kodomo No Kuni Collection
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Isamu Noguchi and Sachio Otani’s Playground
and Children’s House at Kodomo No Kuni:
Alterations to the the Original Design and the
Unfinished Landscape Design Combining Three
Facilities

Nakamura Naoaki

(Senior Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

The 157 drawings and the plaster model for the Children’s House and Playground at Kodomo No Kuni,
created by Isamu Noguchi and Otani Sachio and donated by Otani Associates to the Yokohama Museum
of Art (YMA), enable us to trace the previously unknown history of Noguchi’s first realized playground.
As discussed in the author’s previous essay in the last issue of the bulletin, the original design was
developed in late 1965 and materialized in the plaster model, which includes a skating rink, Children’s
House, and playground within a landscape design. This paper, in Chapter 1, describes the alterations
made to the original design by Noguchi and Otani’s team in 1966, based on drawings in the YMA and
correspondence between Noguchi and Takashi Asada, the director of the construction team for Kodomo
No Kuni. Chapter 2 traces the history of the construction project from the initial planning in 1962 until
its completion in 1968, based on documents from the Construction Committee of Kodomo No Kuni,
primarily held in The National Archive of Modern Architecture, Tokyo.

The results are summarized as follows.

The Construction Committee expected Noguchi, in collaboration with Otani’s team, not only to design
the playground and its equipment but also to integrate three originally separate facilities — the skating
rink, Children’s House, and playground — into an artistically cohesive landscape design. In December
1965, immediately after the completion of the design, the Committee had to reduce the number of
playground elements due to cost estimates for construction. Although Noguchi provided nine detailed
drawings for play structures, only three (<Sand Pool>, <Amphitheater>, and <Ponds, Ponticulus, etc.>)
were selected. Construction began at the end of 1965. When Noguchi visited the construction site in April
1966, he realized there was a drain problem in the northern part of the playground. As a result, he altered
the sand pool’s triangular shape to a larger and semicircular one and suggested grading the site and adding
small rivers. He also proposed modifications to the platform-seats of Otani’s Children’s House.

The Construction Committee decided to postpone construction of the northern section, including the
semicircular sand pool, and instead proceeded with the construction of the entrance zone, amphitheater,
Children’s House, and surrounding landscape. These elements were completed in July-August 1966. In
September 1966, Otani’s team produced a revised but less ambitious site plan for the northern section,
which received Noguchi’s approval. The Committee secured funding for its construction as “the second
playground,” which was to be built in 1967. Meanwhile, the semicircular sand pool was redesigned
as a much smaller <Flower Form Sand Pool> and completed in late 1966 on the northern side of the
Children’s House.

In June 1967, Noguchi and Otani insisted on redesigning the second playground. However, the
Committee did not approve the plan and instead substituted it with a second skating rink, which would
transform into a large sand pool in summer, exactly replicating the form of the first skating rink designed
by Noguchi and completed in 1965. The second skating rink, or large sand pool, was completed in May
1968, marking the conclusion of the playground construction project. The northern section of Noguchi’s
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original design for the playground was left unbuilt.

In 1996, Otani wrote that the problems caused by the natural environment remained unresolved, and
that the project had neither the means nor the plan to manage the surrounding forested hill. He concluded
his reflections with the statement that he would prefer to preserve the plaster model as Noguchi's original
work for future construction, under more favorable circumstances, rather than building a similar but
different playground. Otani must have been suggesting that the site plan for the second playground was
not Noguchi’s.

Among the play equipment depicted in the plaster model, the following elements were realized with
more or less modification in July 1966 (unless otherwise specified): the skating rink (January 1965),
entrance area (forecourt with retaining walls, toilets, gate, small mound), amphitheater, Children’s House
(August 1966, with Maruyama mound, platform-seats, wading pond, drinking fountain, and foot washings),
the formation and pathway of the hill on the west side of the Children’s House, pond and small river along
the east edge of the site, waterdrop-form site for the unrealized Jungle Gym A, and the <Flower Form
Sand Pool> (December 1966).
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