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Tange Kenzo’s Three Designs for the Memorial
Facility in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and
the City’s Plan for a Memorial to Atomic Bomb
Victims as Seen in Relation to Isamu Noguchi’s

Participation in the Project

Nakamura Naoaki

(Senior Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

As is widely known, Kenzo Tange arrived at his design for the Cenotaph for the Victims of the Atomic
Bomb (formally known as the Memorial Monument for Hiroshima, City of Peace; located in Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park) after the original 1952 proposal, made by Isamu Noguchi in collaboration with
Tange, was rejected. Lesser known is the fact that Tange drafted two additional designs for the facility in
1951 and 1952.

In researching this paper, the author located eight drawings for three designs by Tange Kenzo for
the memorial facility that are housed in the Kenzo Tange Archive, part of the the Francis Loeb Library
collections in the Harvard University Graduate School of Design (GSD) . The first (hereafter, Design
A) consists of two drawings dated November 12 and 26, 1951. The second (Design B) consists of three
drawings dated April 14, 1952. And the third and final design (Design C) consists of three drawings,
one of which is dated May 6, 1952. In this paper, the author provides descriptions of the drawings
and examine their historical significance by comparing them with the design Isamu Noguchi made in
collaboration with Tange, and referring to archival documents related to Tange and Noguchi as well
as those related to the Hiroshima city government and city council. These materials enable us to trace
changes in the city’s program for the memorial facility as reflected in both Tange’s and Noguchi’s
designs while also shedding new light on how Noguchi came to participate in the memorial project, and
Hiroshima’s rejection of his proposal. The following is a summary of the anthor’s findings:

1. From the time that Tange won the Peace Park design competition until the final plan for the Memorial
Monument was approved, six designs (five by Tange, one by Noguchi) were made for the facility:
Cenotaph under the Peace Arch (1949), Memorial Chapel on the East Side of the Arch (1949-1950),
Design A (Oct.-Nov. 1951), Noguchi’s design (Nov. 1951-Jan. 1952), Design B (Feb.—April 1952),
and Design C (April-May 1952).

2. Both Design A, drafted shortly before Noguchi’s participation, and Noguchi’s own design consist of
three architectural elements (a stage, cenotaph, and underground chamber), situated in the center of
Peace Park. Both of these designs conformed to requirements stipulated by the city government. The
idea of the three architectural elements originated with then Mayor Hamai Shinzo, who sought to build
a cinerarium under the cenotaph in the center of the park as early as May 1950, and subsequently added
the stage, making it possible to hold religious rituals, in front of the cenotaph.

3. Tange made Design B after Noguchi’s design was rejected by the Hiroshima Peace Commemorative
City Construction Specialized Committee. The realistic design, inspired by the roof of a house-shaped
haniwa (terracotta clay figure), was intentionally adapted by Tange based on the committee’s argument

106 | Naoaki Nakamura ‘Tange Kenzo’s Three Designs for the Memorial Facility in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and the City’s Plan for a Memorial to Atomic Bomb Victims as Seen in Relation to Isamu Noguchi's Participation in the Project’



that Noguchi’s abstract cenotaph would be incomprehensible. Once the committee approved Design B,
Tange switched to Design C, a modernistic shell construction that was apparently inspired by Robert
Maillart’s Cement Hall at the 1939 Swiss National Exhibition.

4. Hamai’s memorial facility program met with opposition from two sides. The Hiroshima War Memorial
Service Association, headed by the city council chair, called for a memorial tower and cinerarium to
be built on the former site of Hiroshima Castle (also the site of the Imperial Headquarters during the
Sino-Japanese War), and rejected Hamai’s “suprareligious” memorial in Peace Park. His idea was
also opposed by the Facilities Division of the Ministry of Construction, which was providing financial
support for the Hiroshima Peace Commemorative City Construction project. In June 1951, the division
issued the Park Facilities Standards, effectively prohibiting the erection of a cinerarium in the park.
Despite this, Hamai continued to push for an underground chamber whose function was limited to
a repository for victim’s names (as depicted in Design A and Noguchi’s design). Ultimately, this
proposal was also rejected by the ministry. Instead of an underground facility, Design B and C called
for a repository box of names positioned on the floor of the memorial.

5. The Hiroshima Peace Commemorative City Construction Specialized Committee, which rejected
Noguchi’s design, was not a decision-making body but rather an advisory organ to the mayor. Hamai
agreed to Noguchi’s design on the condition that it first be approved by the committee. This enabled
him to avoid using his own authority to make a decision — an important concern because he had
previously met with criticism from the city council for commissioning Noguchi to design the handrails
on two bridges near Peace Park without prior consultation.

6. Kishida Hideto, a member of the Specialized Committee who had supported Hamai’s program for the
memorial facility, led the opposition to Noguchi’s plan, arguing that the design should be made by a
Japanese national. However, Kishida’s primary concern was that the winner of the competition would
also design the facility. In the committee’s previous discussions, he protested any proposal that called
for any eclectic alteration to the original plan. For Kishida, any proposal by a person other than Tange,
even a Japanese national, was out of the question, He finally succeeded in nixing Noguchi’s design
based on the premise that anti-American sentiment had risen in Japan following the outbreak of the
Korean War. Yet, Kishida’s argument was not used as the official reason for rejecting the design.

7. Both Noguchi’s abstract art and Tange’s modern architecture met with Hamai’s approval by satisfying
the requirement that the design did not skew toward any one religion. After rejection of Noguchi’s
design, Hamai‘s plan for a memorial facility was realized only in a restricted form: Tange’s Memorial
Monument, which houses the register of victims’ names at the center of Peace Park. Subsequently,
upon the request of the Hiroshima War Memorial Service Association the Atomic Bomb Memorial
Mound was erected in the north part of the Park in 1955, which consists of a small pagoda on a mound
and an underground cinerarium, designed by Ishimoto Kikuji, a former member of the Specialized
Committee.
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