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Installation view, The Exhibition of the Yokohama Museum of Art Collection 2006 Part3, 4 January to 28
February, 2017, Yokohama Museum of Art.
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Project Report : Three Photography Exhibitions
Drawn from the Yokohama Museum of Art
Collection

Kimura Eriko

(Senior Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

Between 2017 and 2020, a collection exhibition drawn from the Yokohama Museum of Art Collection
was held at the museum before traveling to one domestic and one foreign museum, located in Maebashi
and Ottawa, respectively : The Exhibition of the Yokohama Museum of Art Collection 2016 : Part 3 (the
first part of which was Showa Portraits : Tracing the People and History of the Showa Era through
Photography) (Yokohama Museum of Art, Kanagawa Prefecture); Showa Portraits : Tracing the People
and History of the Showa Era through Photography (Arts Maebashi, Gunma Prefecture); and Hanran :
20th-Century Japanese Photography (National Gallery of Canada, Canadian Photography Institute,
Ottawa, Ontario). As it was not possible to publish an exhibition catalogue, in this paper I discuss the
distinguishing features of the exhibition; the exhibition’s standing in relation to the City of Yokohama’s
General Plan and the Yokohama Museum of Art’s Designated Administrator System Proposal; the
process of arranging for the exhibition to travel; and the changes in content and distinguishing features
of the traveling edition of the exhibition. In addition, I consider what future objectives should be for the
Yokohama Museum of Art’s photography collection.

Finally, I discuss some of the issues related to the museum’s photography collection that emerged in the
course of planning the exhibition. The main focus of the exhibition was the “social and cultural landscape
of the Showa era” as part of Japanese photography history. However, the main reason the focus was
narrowed down to this subject was the bias that exists in the museum’s photography collection. Simply
put, the collection predominantly consists of the type of photography that seeks to capture reality - for
example, prewar photojournalism, and postwar realism and snapshots mainly taken by Tokyo-based male
photographers. In order to broaden the collection in the future, I believe it will be necessary to unearth
works by the limited number of female photographers who are cited in Japanese photography history,
expand the geographical scope beyond Tokyo, and concentrate more on photographic expressions since
the 1990s by artists whose work transcends the genre barriers of photography and contemporary art.

Kimura Eriko ‘Project Report: Three Photography Exhibitions Drawn from the Yokohama Museum of Art Collection’
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