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Isamu Noguchi and Kenzo Tange,

(Site Plan, HPCNMO001 (Drawing for Hiroshima Peace Park)),

1950, Kenzo Tange Archive, Gift of Mrs. Takako Tange 2011.

Courtesy of Francis Loeb Library, Harvard University Graduate School of Design. Courtesy of

Mr. Paul Noritaka Tange, Photo : Naoaki Nakamura
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New Findings

Isamu Noguchi and Tange Kenzo’s

Drawings for the Memorial to the Dead of Hiroshima
(Collection of the Francis Loeb Library,
Harvard University Graduate School of Design):
Documentation of a True Collaboration
Between Sculptor and Architect

Nakamura Naoaki
(Senior Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

<The Memorial to the Dead of Hiroshima> (1951-52, referred to below as the “Hiroshima Memorial”),
designed by Isamu Noguchi for Hiroshima Peace Park, was never built. Because original materials that con-
veyed the actual image of the memorial were missing for many years, the specific scale and specifications of
the facility were largely unknown, and for many years it was interpreted as a cenotaph designed by the sculp-
tor Isamu Noguchi and evaluated based only on a few photographs showing part of a maquette at the time
it was designed, and on a maquette of the monument for the dead of Hiroshima newly designed in 1982.

However, the plan for the memorial facility was only later added to the Hiroshima Peace Park, which was
already under construction. This circumstance must have been subject to various social conditions and re-
quirements, and in order to fully grasp the scope of the project it is necessary to investigate how the architect,
sculptor, and the municipal government sought to meet these terms and add their own ideas.

Fortunately, during an ongoing historical survey of the Hiroshima Memorial, the author was kindly in-
formed by Mr. Paul Tange Noritaka and his company Tange Associates that archival materials in the Kenzo
Tange Archive at the Francis Loeb Library, Harvard University Graduate School of Design (referred to be-
low as “GSD”) include drawings for the Hiroshima Memorial, in which Isamu Noguchi was involved. Dur-
ing visits to GSD in June and July 2019, the author located five drawings for Noguchi’s proposed memorial
facility in Hiroshima Peace Park. The primary goal of this essay is to introduce these newly identified materi-
als. The essay will consist from the following sections: Section 1 contains a table summarizing the drawings
and text describing their contents and Section 2 describes the key features of the memorial facility along with
the dimensions, layout, and specifications of architectural elements based on the contents of the drawings.
Section 3 compares findings from the drawings with texts written by Noguchi and Tange, and shows that the
work was designed through close collaboration between the sculptor and the architect. Next, Section 4 exam-
ines motivations for the collaboration between Tange and Noguchi and highlights their shared interests, re-
ferring to Amy Lyford’s study of Noguchi’s collaborative works from the 1930s. The final section discusses
the significance of the Hiroshima Memorial drawings in the context of Noguchi studies.

The Hiroshima Peace Park memorial facility drawings in the GSD collection are plans for Noguchi’s Hiro-
shima Memorial as of the end of January 1952, and appear in effect to be the final proposal submitted to the
examining organ, the Hiroshima Peace Commemorative City Construction Specialized Committee. The di-
mensions of each element of the memorial facility revealed in this group of drawings indicate that the two
modules employed by Tange Kenzo in his designs of the Peace Park and the Peace Hall, the social module
and the human module, were also applied to the memorial facility design. This applies not only to architec-
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tural aspects but also to the dimensions of the cenotaph sculpture, for which Noguchi had sole responsibility,
and it is clear that the memorial facility was not only inextricably linked to the overall park design, but was
also designed through close collaboration between sculptor and architect. These findings are supported by
Noguchi’s letter to editor John Entenza of Arts & Architecture magazine summarizing the particulars of the
Hiroshima Memorial, which states that it was “a most amicable collaboration.”

Thus, at least when viewed as a comprehensive project, Isamu Noguchi’s Hiroshima Memorial is more ac-
curately described as “Isamu Noguchi and Tange Kenzo’s proposal for a Hiroshima Peace Park memorial
facility.” This design proposal, on which construction never commenced, indicates that the common interest
of sculptor and architect lay in integrating in their memorial project the social functions required by the com-
munity as a whole, and artistic expression that encourages members of the community to discover meanings
directly relevant to themselves.

In her study outlining the surviving evidence of Noguchi’s 1930s collaborations, Amy Lyford points out the
lack of evidential material, especially the fact that many visual materials documenting designs in which No-
guchi played a part have been lost. This makes the GSD drawings all the more rare and valuable, for these are
documentations from a stage near completion of the project that reveal an important example of collabora-
tive work with social significance, which was central to Noguchi’s artistic concerns and activities from the
1930s onward.
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