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The Manga Works in the Yokohama Civic Art
Gallery and the 1978 Yokohama Manga Festival

MORI Mineku

Of the approximately 1,300 works contained in the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Collection, 76 of
them are large cartoons. The single-panel color cartoons, measuring roughly 100-by-70cm in size,
and for the most part made by notable artists, are an outstanding part of the collection. In 1978, to
celebrate the completion of Odori Park, the gallery presented the Yokohama Manga Festival. The
festival was organized by the Odori Park Completion Commemoration Executive Committee. The
event, a display of works produced by manga artists and illustrators dealing with subjects such as the
history and famous sights in Yokohama, songs, and beginnings, proved to be very popular, attracting
a total of 36,725 visitors. The 76 works made by 32 artists were donated to the gallery the day after
the festival closed.

Asukata Ichio (1915-1990), who served as mayor of Yokohama from 1963 to 1978, built Odori
Park, which links three train stations, Kannai, Isezaki-chojamachi, and Bando-bashi, in an effort
to promote the Center City Improvement Project. The park played an important role in the urban
planning of the city, and at the time, the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery was located next to the park.

In conjunction with the staff at the City Planning Bureau, illustrator Yanagihara Ryohei (1931-
2015) devised the concept of the festival, and enlisted members of the Manga Shudan (Manga Club)
to take part in the project. The group was a social club for artists who made manga for adults. Its
members included the Yokohama-based manga artist Hisa Kunihiko, who with Yanagihara played a
key part in the festival. To encourage the club members’ participation, the two men devised a plan to
create a work space in one of the gallery’s display rooms where the artists could make their works.
After they were finished, the artists were treated to a banquet. Thus, the festival was not merely an
exhibition, it was also a place where artists gathered and engaged in a friendly rivalry.

Moreover, according to Ishii Toshio, the gallery’s chief clerk at the time, the City Planning Bureau
approached the gallery regarding the festival, and it was the gallery’s first director, Yamada Imaji
(1912-1998), who decided to move forward with the event. Yamada was an important cultural
advisor to Mayor Asukata as well as being a contemporary poet. Considering that it was not until the
’90s that manga exhibitions came to commonplace at Japanese museums, holding an exhibition of
this kind and acquiring cartoon works for the gallery collection in the ’70s was truly a trailblazing
undertaking. This is a clear reflection of Yamada’s expansive viewpoint regarding not only art but
culture as a whole.

As this explanation suggests, the Yokohama Manga Festival was conceived by Yanagihara and
approved by Yamada in conjunction with the city’s urban planning project. The works that were
produced for the festival might also be seen as a monument commemorating the completion of Odori
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Park. They are distinguished by the fact that a number of manga artists were asked to freely make the
works and that they were welcomed by the local society. This conveys a sense of the deeply rooted
festive spirit in the area. The cartoons that the artists made were site-specific works that could not
have been realized anywhere else, making them valuable documents that provide special insight into
the area. In addition, the fact that this collection of one-panel cartoons and caricatures (a medium
that has greatly declined in popularity due to the rise of story-based manga) has been preserved in a
gallery that does not specialize in manga is highly significant. When manga are displayed alongside
works from other genres, it accentuates their distinctive characteristics. Manga use humor and
emotion to symbolically express a satirical social idea or statement in a single panel. Thus, we might
say that the inclusion of the form in the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery added outstanding value to the
collection.

(Assistant Educator / Assistant Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)
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How Do Art-appreciation Programs Affect
Children?

MITSUYAMA Kazushi

In the West, there is a long tradition of taking school children to see and study actual materials
at museums. Not only do the museums organize the materials in an easy-to-understand way, they
arrange for a specialist, who can explain things in an interesting way, to guide the students instead of
the teacher. These activities are referred to as museum education.

The charter for Metropolitan Museum, the largest museum in the U.S., which was built in 1870
in New York, states that the facility was founded for “...the purpose of establishing and maintaining
in said city a Museum and library of art, of encouraging and developing the study of the fine arts,
and the application of arts to manufacture and practical life, of advancing the general knowledge of
kindred subjects, and, to that end, of furnishing popular instruction.” This declaration conveys the
idea that the museum is a place for education.

In Japan, children’s art appreciation has its roots in junior-high art-history classes. Since, unlike
America, there were no museums nearby, there were not many opportunities to come into contact
with the actual articles. As a result, studying pictures and explanations about art in a textbook was
seen as art appreciation, and it was difficult for students to experience actual art appreciation. Thus,
when they later had a chance to visit the museum as an adult, art appreciation became a passive act
of looking at a popular work or exhibition.

It was in the 1980s and ’90s that museums started to be built all over Japan as a reflection of the
country’s economic development. As a role model, these museums referred to the American concept
of “museum education.” Along with the museums, a movement emerged through the country to
supplement elementary-school art classes with art appreciation. This provided museums with an
opportunity to accept students.

However, because art appreciation had long centered on teaching factual information about the
works, the same type of approach was expected at the museum. However, rather than treating art
appreciation as a transitory event, it would better to teach children visiting the museum for the first
time that this is something that they should continue to practice, and if possible, they should make it
a regular part of their lives.

In order to do this, it is essential to provide them with an experience that makes them enjoy
thinking about the works they encounter and that leaves them with the feeling that they want to come
back to the museum. This makes it necessary to have specialists on hand who can guide the children
based on their age and experience. Since the Yokohama Museum of Art opened, the Children’s
Workshop has overseen these programs.
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It is safe to say that organizing art-appreciation programs that have a mental effect on children
is the foundation for appreciation as a whole and is equally applicable to the appreciation of
contemporary art.

(Chief Educator, Yokohama Civic Art Gallery)

32(53) | How Do Art-appreciation Programs Affect Children?



Introducing Documents : Shimomura Kanzan’s
Nikki-cho (Studio Diary)

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

In 2013, the Shimomura Kanzan Retrospective, commemorating the 140th anniversary of the
artist’s birth, was held at the Yokohama Museum of Art (from December 7, 2013 to February 11,
2014). On this occasion, Shimomura’s surviving family gifted six volumes of the handwritten artist’s
studio diary to the museum. Transliterations and annotations on the first volume, On a Hill (October
1, 1919 to June 30, 1920), were subsequently published as “Introducing Documents” in the Bulletin
of Yokohama Museum of Art (issue nos. 16, 17). This issue is contained similar information on the
second volume, titled Studio Diary (July 1, 1920 to October 20, 1921). The entries from July 1 to
October 25 were recorded by the studio houseboy, Irie Tahei, and the remainder were made by
Kanzan’s third son, Hidetoki Shimomura.

The diary provides a detailed record of studio and family events, including the dispatch and
receipt of correspondence, a list of visitors, Kanzan’s personal activities (making art, going out),
financial accounts. It also seems to have functioned as a reminder of the artist’s commissions,
appeals for the delivery of works, and requests for authentication notes and appraisals.

Major entries made during this period also provide a record of important works in Kanzan’s
career. These include The Sun and the Moon (Y okohama Museum of Art Collection), a painting that
was dedicated on the occasion of Crown Prince Yi Un’s (a member of the Korean imperial family)
marriage to Princess Masako Nashimoto, an event that was held following Japan’s annexation of
Korea; Flowers of Four Seasons, a folding screen made by special order for the inner shrine of Meiji
Shrine in 1918; and Nanko (Tokyo National Museum Collection), which was made at the request of
Hara Tomitaro (also known as Sankei) and shown in the 8th Revived Japan Art Institute Exhibition.

At the same time, Hidetoki dispassionately recounts a tragedy that befell the family when
Kanzan’s sixth son, Atsushi, died two months after he was born in the summer of 1921.

(Project Director, Yokohama Museum of Art)
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