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The Manga Works in the Yokohama Civic Art
Gallery and the 1978 Yokohama Manga Festival

MORI Mineku

Of the approximately 1,300 works contained in the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Collection, 76 of
them are large cartoons. The single-panel color cartoons, measuring roughly 100-by-70cm in size,
and for the most part made by notable artists, are an outstanding part of the collection. In 1978, to
celebrate the completion of Odori Park, the gallery presented the Yokohama Manga Festival. The
festival was organized by the Odori Park Completion Commemoration Executive Committee. The
event, a display of works produced by manga artists and illustrators dealing with subjects such as the
history and famous sights in Yokohama, songs, and beginnings, proved to be very popular, attracting
a total of 36,725 visitors. The 76 works made by 32 artists were donated to the gallery the day after
the festival closed.

Asukata Ichio (1915-1990), who served as mayor of Yokohama from 1963 to 1978, built Odori
Park, which links three train stations, Kannai, Isezaki-chojamachi, and Bando-bashi, in an effort
to promote the Center City Improvement Project. The park played an important role in the urban
planning of the city, and at the time, the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery was located next to the park.

In conjunction with the staff at the City Planning Bureau, illustrator Yanagihara Ryohei (1931-
2015) devised the concept of the festival, and enlisted members of the Manga Shudan (Manga Club)
to take part in the project. The group was a social club for artists who made manga for adults. Its
members included the Yokohama-based manga artist Hisa Kunihiko, who with Yanagihara played a
key part in the festival. To encourage the club members’ participation, the two men devised a plan to
create a work space in one of the gallery’s display rooms where the artists could make their works.
After they were finished, the artists were treated to a banquet. Thus, the festival was not merely an
exhibition, it was also a place where artists gathered and engaged in a friendly rivalry.

Moreover, according to Ishii Toshio, the gallery’s chief clerk at the time, the City Planning Bureau
approached the gallery regarding the festival, and it was the gallery’s first director, Yamada Imaji
(1912-1998), who decided to move forward with the event. Yamada was an important cultural
advisor to Mayor Asukata as well as being a contemporary poet. Considering that it was not until the
’90s that manga exhibitions came to commonplace at Japanese museums, holding an exhibition of
this kind and acquiring cartoon works for the gallery collection in the ’70s was truly a trailblazing
undertaking. This is a clear reflection of Yamada’s expansive viewpoint regarding not only art but
culture as a whole.

As this explanation suggests, the Yokohama Manga Festival was conceived by Yanagihara and
approved by Yamada in conjunction with the city’s urban planning project. The works that were
produced for the festival might also be seen as a monument commemorating the completion of Odori
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Park. They are distinguished by the fact that a number of manga artists were asked to freely make the
works and that they were welcomed by the local society. This conveys a sense of the deeply rooted
festive spirit in the area. The cartoons that the artists made were site-specific works that could not
have been realized anywhere else, making them valuable documents that provide special insight into
the area. In addition, the fact that this collection of one-panel cartoons and caricatures (a medium
that has greatly declined in popularity due to the rise of story-based manga) has been preserved in a
gallery that does not specialize in manga is highly significant. When manga are displayed alongside
works from other genres, it accentuates their distinctive characteristics. Manga use humor and
emotion to symbolically express a satirical social idea or statement in a single panel. Thus, we might
say that the inclusion of the form in the Yokohama Civic Art Gallery added outstanding value to the
collection.

(Assistant Educator / Assistant Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)
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