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Hara Sanke1 Letters from the Estate of Kawazura
Yoshio: The Compilation of Sankei-jo, Yogi, Sankei-
gashiiand cultural exchanges in Hara’s later years

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

Woodblock print artist and expert copyist of Japanese ancient paintings Kawazura Yoshio (1880-
1963) was born in Usa, Oita prefecture. After graduating from the Tokyo School of Fine Arts in 1904, he
was employed by art book publisher Shinbishoin as a technical expert assigned to reproduce antique
paintings. His projects included color woodblock reproductions of various types of antique paintings,
such as the Ukiyoe-ha gashii (Schools of Ukiyo-e Collection; November, 1907), the Toyo bijutsu taikan
(General Survey of Oriental Art; August, 1908), and later the Scrolls of the Tale of Genji (National Trea-
sure, The Tokugawa Art Museum), the Heron by Tan’an Chiden, and the Ancient Sutra Manuscripts on
Fans (National Treasure, Osaka Shitenndji Temple). Kawazura was regarded highly as the leading tech-
nician of expert reproduction in woodblock. From around 1912 until the 1930s, he engaged in reproduc-
ing the antique art owned by Hara Sankei and consequently compiling the Sankei-jo (catalogue raisonné
of the Sankei collection), publishing the Yogi (Recreational paintings and calligraphy by historical fig-
ures from the Sankei collection), and compiling and distributing the Sankei gashii (Selected paintings,
drawings, and calligraphy by Hara Sankei). He and Hara Sankei were intimate friends from the early 20t
century through the pre-war years until Hara’s death.

The letters reprinted in this bulletin are being presented to the public for the first time. After Kawa-
zura’s death, Funahashi Mitsuru, a student of Kawazura, organized the documents including these let-
ters that Horiuchi Michio, Kawazura’s cousin, later inherited from Funahashi. The documents were
donated to the Yokohama Museum of Art after having been kept in Horiuchi’s home for many years. In
addition to the Sankei letters, there are also letters of Nihonga artist Kobayashi Kokei, art historian
Yashiro Yukio, scholar of ancient texts Tanaka Shinbi, and businessman art collector and tea connois-
seur Takahashi Yoshio (Soan).

This report introduces 96 reprinted letters written by Hara Sankei, with detailed annotation. Interpre-
tation and analysis of these letters is necessary in order to understand the deep meanings of the Sankei-jo
and the Yogi compilation. These, as well as the Sankei-gashii which is regarded as a survey of Sankei’s
own artistic achievements, attest to Hara’s research in ancient arts in his later years. The letters further
give evidence of Hara Sankei’s interaction with cultural figures of his time.
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