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The Path toward Independence and Self Reliance:
Documentary Interviews with the Artist HIRANO
Kyoko [Part 2: 1980 to the present]

SAITO Risa

This text is the conclusion of a two-part series based on interviews with artist Kyoko Hirano whose
works are included in the collections of the Yokohama Museum of Art and the Yokohama Civic Art
Gallery. Part 1 appeared in vol. 17 of the Bulletin of Yokohama Museum of Art. Ten interviews were
conducted between May and November 2012, followed by intermittent supplementary interviews from
2013 to 2017. The interviews traced the artist’s biography and professional profile, and the report is or-
ganized chronologically and thematically in consultation with the artist.

Part II concentrates on transitions in Hirano’s themes and style following the completion of her mon-
umental Maigaibutsusan (1978) after a ten-year period during which she spent time in Korea doing re-
search and painting. In addition, Hirano’s work in media aside from painting, particularly prints and
sculpture, that could not be touched upon in Part I are also taken up in Part II. After completing her
Buddhist themed work at the end of the 1970s, Hirano’s interest turned to periods pre-dating Buddhism
and to Jomon and Ainu cultures and stories chronicled in the Kojiki (Record of Ancient Matters, com-
piled from oral tradition in 712). Such influences, however, did not appear in her art until the 1990s. In
the 1980s, she revisited the abstract expressionism she had engaged in at the beginning of her career. In
1984, in order to produce outdoor sculpture, she set up a second studio in Fukushima that she used for
around twenty years. In 1989, she began producing silkscreen works and then works combining silk-
screen and oil paint. At around the same time, themes of the ancient world appeared. Such themes con-
tinue into the present. In the 2000s, Hirano used stencils with kimono motifs inherited from her uncle.
She is intensely engaged at the present time in themes derived from the Kojiki.
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