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Introducing Documents: Yama no ue (On a Hill),
Studio Diary of SHIMOMURA Kanzan

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

Continuing on from the previous issue, in this edition I reprinted and published a bibliographical essay
concerning the second half the Nihonga (Japanese-style) painter SHIMOMURA Kanzan’s studio diary,
Yama no ue (On a Hill), which runs from October 1, 1919 to February 29, 1920.

During this period, Kanzan met with his close ally YOKOYAMA Taikan, who was associated with
Nihon Bijustu-in (the Japan Art Institute), in response to efforts to restructure the art world following
the founding of Teikoku Bijutsu-in (the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts). At the same time, Kanzan al-
lowed ten works he owned by the late HASHIMOTO Gaho to be included in a posthumous exhibition
of the artist’s paintings, and warmly received Gaho’s wife. Kanzan also agreed to help found the Ernest
Fenollosa Memorial Society in recognition of the noted scholar’s achievements. These activities can be
seen as attempts to honor his links to kindred spirits and former teachers.

In addition, Kanzan was in constant contact with members of his own support group called the Kan-
zan-kai (Kanzan Society) as they prepared to hold an exhibition commemorating the group’s tenth an-
niversary. The diary also indicates Kanzan enjoyed a wide circle of acquaintances, receiving visits and
corresponding with countless Nihonga painters such as YOKOYAMA Taikan and KIMURA Buzan,
and other cultural figures such as art administrators such as MASAKI Naohiko and MIZOGUCHI
Teijiro.

As he had been ordered to paint epic works, Kanzan did not participate in the revived Nihon Bijutsu
-in exhibition this year. Though there were over 100 entries in the first half of the diary (introduced in the
first article) dealing with Kanzan’s artistic practice, the second half only contains about 50 on that sub-
ject. Several entries suggest that excessive drinking had begun to interfere with this artistic output.
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