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A Study of ISHIWATA Shoichiro (Koitsu):
Focusing on Newly Acquired Works and
Documentation [Summary]

KATADA Yuko

Ishiwata Shoichiro (1897-1987), a pupil of Kawase Hasui, created prints based on landscapes near
Tokyo and Yokohama and is known as a printmaker associated with the Shin-hanga movement. The
Yokohama Museum of Art considers him an important printmaker connected with Yokohama and has
acquired and shown his works. Little is known of this artist’s achievements, however, except for the two
years in which he was making Shin-hanga.

In 2012 and 2013, we received documentary materials related to Ishiwata’s work from his son, Shouichi.
These materials are valuable for the purpose of filling in missing information related to Ishiwata’s career.

Ishiwata worked for the design department of Nozawaya, Yokohama’s once the biggest department
store, when it was in a period of transition from a premodern clothing store to a modern department
store. It is thought that the design department was given the task of creating a new image of the depart-
ment store that incorporated Western and modern features.

Ishiwata retired from his position at Nozawaya in 1930 and became a disciple of Hasui with the inten-
tion of becoming a woodblock printmaker. He found value in Japanese customs and urban scenes that
contained features carried on from the period before the Meiji Restoration, and they came to be the main
theme of his prints. It seems that Ishiwata reacted against the work involving modern images that he had
done for the Nozawaya design department and turned to nostalgic scenes of everyday life from the pre-
modern period.

Later, Ishiwata embarked on a study of kappa-zuri, a type of stencil printing. According to the writ-
ings of ukiyo-e scholar Narasaki Muneshige (1904-2001), published in Ukiyoe-kai of August 1937, and
painter Tsuruta Goro (1890-1969), published in Nihon Hanga of September 1943, kappa-zuri was given
renewed attention during the war years and Ishiwata became its foremost practitioner.

In the immediate postwar years, Ishiwata made a living with designs for woodblock prints, screen-
printed Christmas cards, and kappa-zuri landscape prints. According to the reminiscence written by his
wife on the back of the newly acquired Karakusa Patterned Paper (2012-PRJ-005), he was making a
study of the latest screen printing technology at this time. Eventually, Ishiwata made prints using these
techniques. The newly acquired documentary materials include some award certificates for a shoulder
sash design received in the 1950s, showing that Ishiwata was seeking opportunities as a free-lance de-
signer. A Statement of Delivery Book [from Ishiwata Shoichiro ( Koitsu) Documents (2012-M-007), fig.10]
gives concrete information about Ishiwata’s career after World War II. From these materials, we learn
that from the 1960s on Ishiwata earned money by performing silkscreen printing on products and mak-
ing printing plates as well as creating original artwork for designs.

As Ishiwata’s activities are traced back to the postwar period, the multi-faced qualities of the artist
emerges that includes his work as a printmaker, a designer, and a screen printing technician. After work-
ing as a designer for a department store, Ishiwata went on to become a printmaker associated with the
Shin-hanga movement, a kappa-zuri printmaker, a screen printing technician, and a free-lance designer,
changing along with the age. His career raises issues that are not limited to a particular person, changes
in the social position of prints and reproductive technologies in modern Japan and changing attitudes
toward the profession of the designer.
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Book Exhibitions at the Art Library (Art Infor-
mation and Media Center) of the Yokohama
Museum of Art [Summary]

OKITSU Miyuki, TANIGUCHI Wakako

The Yokohama Museum of Art has specialized art library. It has a collection of over 105,000 items, in-
cluding Japanese and foreign-language books and catalogues. The Library organizes special educational
programs in addition to its basic services of helping visitors find reference materials and managing access to
the materials in the closed stack room. The book exhibition of the library collection, the theme of this article,
is an example of such a special educational program. The exhibitions of selected library resources are based
on a particular theme for a certain period of time. There are two types of such exhibitions: open displays, in
which the materials are placed on a rack or table, and case displays, in which the materials are placed in a
display case in the reading room. From 2008 to 2010, the Library presented eleven exhibitions in case display
designed to help museum visitors better understand art exhibitions held in the museum. These supplemen-
tary exhibitions can be effective if the found materials with the content related to the exhibition are appropri-
ate to the display in a case. There are cases, however, in which materials directly related to the title of the
exhibition cannot be found in the library collection or there is no clear connection between the museum ex-
hibition and that of library resources. Between 2011 and 2013, the Library held an exhibition of catalogues
from the collection which was unrelated to an art exhibition in the museum. Exhibition catalogues with
creative designs were exhibited in order to introduce some of the special features of the library collection to
visitors. In book exhibitions supplementing art exhibitions, as mentioned above, library materials are seen as
information media with an emphasis on content. In this exhibition of catalogues, the emphasis was on the
catalogues (books) as physical objects. Unfortunately, visitors did not pay much attention to this exhibition.
The exhibits were changed three times under the same theme, but perhaps because subtitles were not added
to indicate the difference from the previous exhibition, people were not aware of the change. As librarians,
we felt that it was problematic to present books in a display case since they are meant to be held in the hand
and read, and we studied the programs of other libraries to find better ways of doing displays. The Kanaga-
wa Prefectural Library had held an exhibition of its resources entitled “Wartime Library,” based on research
by its librarians. The display was divided into sections and explanatory comments were provided on wall
panels for easier understanding. The presence of actual books and documentary materials clearly conveyed
the atmosphere of the time and the enthusiasm of readers. This “Wartime Library,” a special collection of
library resources selected with attention to content, combined two ways of seeing books, as information
media and as physical objects. A little before this study was conducted, from August to November 2014, our
Library hold an exhibition of a similar tendency called “What is Book Burning?: Prohibition of Books and
Cultural properties” (below referred to as the “Book Burning” exhibition).

The theme of the “Book Burning” exhibition was related to “Art Fahrenheit 451,” the title of the Yoko-
hama Triennale 2014, which was being presented at the same time. This title came from a science fiction
novel Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. The protagonist of the novel lives in a society where reading is forbid-
den, and the experience to witness book burning awake him to his desire for intellect. Morimura Yasumasa,
the artistic director of the triennale, carried out a performance of burning a book shown in the exhibition
with reference to the novel. The burning book was a source of light projected on “innumerable forgotten
memories which are not considered worth remembering in real society,” that Morimura associated with “for-
gotten people” who in the Bradbury’s novel learned books by heart.

What sort of book burning are found in factual history rather than in novels or artistic actions? A survey
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of examples of book burning in the library collection showed that books have been prohibited by a variety
of historical actors for a variety of purposes in different regions and historical periods, not just as a result of
political repression. Books have been subject to publication bans and various kinds of physical mutilation as
well as burning. Other cultural properties, including works of art, have been attacked for similar reasons and
motives. Therefore, the category of things subject to banning was expanded to books and cultural properties
and the methods of attacking them were categorized more widely as “vandalism.” By showing historical
examples of “vandalism directed against books and cultural properties” with materials from the collection,
we aimed at getting visitors to think more deeply about these harmful acts. Who has carried them out, when
and where? What was harmed, how and for what purpose?

The exhibition was structured in four sections, covering a period from the Protestant Reformation to the
years after the Second World War. It included rare books like Gottfried’s Historische Kronyck, Geisberg’s
Der Deutsche Einblatt-Holzschnitt in der ersten-Hiilfte des 16. Jahrhunderts. and an official album of stereo-
scopic photographs commemorating Tag der Deutschen Kunst published by the Nazi German Government.
Bibliographical notes were added for books and periodicals and images. Explanatory panels were provided
where necessary. The exhibition was divided into two periods so that 21 items could be presented in two
display cases with limited space. An open display was presented on a table in the reading room where books
could be handled and perused. The list of exhibits for the case display and the open display were produced
(Tables 4 and 5) as records of the exhibit. The Library’s image bank, one of its special features, made it pos-
sible to trace the history of banned books through image resources such as prints and photographs. These
materials demonstrated how the vandalism directed against books and cultural properties has been recorded
so as not to be forgotten. A written questionnaire was administered in the Library during the “Book
Burning” exhibition. Typical comments were: “I learned about the Nazi ‘Degenerate Art’ exhibition in Ger-
many,” and “I reaffirmed the importance of protecting expression and speech even if the content is somewhat
dubious” (Table 7). This exhibition provided an opportunity for visitors to think about the history of sup-
pression , injuring and defamation of books and cultural properties and the present situation of art and
culture with regard to freedom of speech and the press. Librarians took the initiative in setting the theme and
providing commentary on the content. By structuring the exhibition in this way, it was possible to produce
an effective thematic exhibition that regarded books as both information media and physical objects. As li-
brarians, we would like to continue actively organizing materials exhibitions based on careful study of the
resources in the library collection.
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Introducing Documents: Yama no ue (On a Hill),
Studio Diary of SHIMOMURA Kanzan
[Summary]

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

The collection contains six volumes of a studio diary that convey the nature of Nihon-ga painter SHI-
MOMURA Kanzan’s creative activities and daily life. The diaries were kept mainly by Kanzan’s disci-
ples, IRIE Tahei, NAKANIWA Jakumyo (Danka), YAGISHITA Zenzaburo (Seioku), and his sons,
Hidetoki and others. The diaries recorded details of studio business, including the receipt and sending
of letters, telephone calls, visitors, Kanzan’s activities (working on paintings, going out), receipt and
disbursement of money. The main function of the diaries seems to have been to remind the artist of the
large number of painting commissions that arrived day after day, demands for paintings to be finished,
letters to be answered, and requests for authentication (of old paintings and the work of Shunso, Shiko,
Kogetsu, and Seiho). They were also useful in avoiding trouble related to accepting or rejecting commis-
sions, autographs on boxes, and the receipt of money. They are valuable documents for understanding
Kanzan’s daily activities and creative work during his late years, but have not been reprinted.

The six volumes of diaries will be reprinted in order in this bulletin with the addition of bibliographical
notes as a contribution to Kanzan studies. In Yama no ue, introduced in this edition of the bulletin,
events in the studio from October 1, 1919 to June 30, 1920 are listed without a break. Of these volumes
of Yama no ue, the entries from October 1, 1919 to February 29, 1920 are introduced here.
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