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Printing Techniques and Expressions in Ishiuchi Miyako’s
Yokosuka Story: Comparison of Contact Prints, Photo Book,
and Prints for the 77°s Exhibition

Osawa Sayoko
(Assistant Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

Ishiuchi Miyako’s Yokosuka Story was the photographer’s debut work, and about 180 prints from the series
were shown in her first solo exhibition at Ginza Nikon Salon from April 26 to May 1, 1977. Two years later,
on January 31, 1979, Ishiuchi’s second photography book Yokosuka Story was published by Shashin Tsushin-
sha, featuring 107 photographs selected from the series.

Today there are 66 rolls of 35mm negative film shot for this project, and 43 contact sheets from the same
number of rolls, in Ishiuchi’s possession. The contact sheets were not used during printing in 1977 but were
produced later for other reasons, and did not include all the shots in the work. However, the contact sheets
did include 35 shots with counterparts among the 55 prints from the series in the Yokohama Museum of Art
collection, and enable us to trace Ishiuchi’s itinerary during the shooting and identify sites of particular inter-
est that she visited repeatedly.

Since her first solo show in 1977 and the publication of the book in 1979, both fellow photographers and
critics have focused on relationships between Ishiuchi and her subjects in this series, and on the dark, high-
contrast printing as reflecting the emotional content of these relationships. However, thus far there has been
no comprehensive discussion of the process of printing Yokosuka Story. This paper aims to supplement exist-
ing research from this perspective and to describe artistic elements of the series such as shot selection, crop-
ping, and pictorial decisions made by Ishiuchi, and endeavors to shed light on aspects of Ishiuchi’s working
methods, through visual comparison of contact print, photo book, and print versions exhibited in 1977, us-
ing the contact sheets as a point of departure. It should be noted that the shots discussed in this paper are
limited to those on the contact sheets that can be identified as the sources of the 35 prints in the Yokohama
Museum of Art collection.

In order to deepen understanding of the series, this paper also verifies shooting locations indicated on a
map Ishiuchi used at the time (PL.10, p.8) and their correspondence to shots on the contact sheets, and clas-
sifies and organizes the main shooting locations in five categories: (1) the US military base, Dobuita-dori, and
the Yokosuka city center including the red-light district (Shioiri-cho, Honcho, Wakamatsu-cho, Yasuura-
cho, Uwamachi, etc.), (2) the residential neighborhood where Ishiuchi lived with her family from the age of
six to nineteen and the surrounding area (Oppama-cho, Taura-machi, Funakoshi-cho, etc.), (3) the stretch of
coastline including Tsukui-hama Beach, Nobi Beach, Jinmei-cho, and Kurihama, (4) Hayashi, Nagase,
Hashirimizu, and Nagai-cho, home to facilities related to the Japan Self-Defense Forces, and (5) other areas
such as Sakamoto-cho, which Ishiuchi visited for the first time while shooting, and Otsu-cho, where Yoko-
suka Prison was located. In addition, this paper summarizes and enumerates technical aspects of the series
such as the camera, lenses, film, and ISO settings used, the film development method, and the dodging tech-
nique (changing the exposure of some areas of photographs in order to lighten or darken them by blocking
out lights with hands or cardboards).

As a result, it was possible to verify the sorts of cropping and angle adjustments made to the original 35mm
shots for the photo book and exhibited prints by comparing the contact prints, photo book versions, and
exhibited prints. Also, this was an opportunity to reaffirm the darkness with which the sky and sea were
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printed in the photo book and exhibited print versions, whereas these parts of the images largely disappear
into whiteness due to high levels of light exposure on the contact prints. In addition, it was possible to iden-
tify cases where details visible on the contact prints, such as the interior of a tunnel, the entrance of a build-
ing, people’s facial expressions and so forth, were deliberately darkened in the exhibited prints, and this paper
was able to clarify specific examples of images being manipulated and dramatized using dodging and burn-
ing. It was also evident that in the photo book and exhibited print versions, changes to cropping and printing
methods were made.

Furthermore, the paper elucidates Ishiuchi’s shooting methods, especially with regard to the speed at which
she pushed the shutter, based on a review of more than 1,500 shots on the contact sheets. It goes on to infer
significant influence on Ishiuchi’s work from the field of design, her first area of study, which goes beyond her
frequently cited experience with textiles and emerges in the form of practical command of shutter speeds and
the richly varied compositions seen in this series.

Through these descriptions this paper offers opportunities to re-examine, from an unprecedented perspec-
tive, approaches to printing as fundamental underpinnings of Yokosuka Story, which the artist has described
as sosaku shashin (“creative photography”— i.e., an individual expression rather than a documentary ap-
proach). In addition, noting the various changes made in each printing of the photographs underscores
Ishiuchi’s distinctive stance as a photographer who respects the photograph as a one-of-a-kind work of art,
despite the medium’s status as a duplicative technique. This stance reflects her consistent recognition of issues
surrounding photography as an artistic medium, and her enduring pursuit of freedom from conventional
rules, norms, and discourse.
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