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The Japan World Exposition, Osaka (Expo "70)
and Yoshimura Masunobu’s Oh-Garasu (Japanese
homonym of “The Large Glass” and “A Big Crow”)

KIMURA Eriko

Yoshimura Masunobu (1932-2011) played a central role in the collective activities that marked post-
war Japanese avant-garde art. In particular, the performance art of his Neo Dadaism Organizers, with
Akasegawa Genpei, Arakawa Shusaku, Shinohara Ushio and others attracted significant media atten-
tion. Yoshimura then went on to New York where he created technology focused art using acrylic and
neon. After returning to Japan, his style completely changed from the end of 1969 to the beginning of
1970, as seen in his acclaimed Pig, pig’ lib; (1971).

This study focuses on Yoshimura’s transitional work Oh-Garasu (originally titled Tabigalasu) in the
collection of the Yokohama Museum of Art, tracing and clarifying the background of its production
and its relation to Expo ’70 and to K.K. KANTSU & VERTICAL DESIGN LABO, the company Yo-
shimura established.

Aside from conventional art exhibits at Expo *70, many artists were involved in producing various
pavilions, such as Okamoto Taro’s Theme Pavilion, Usami Keiji’s Steel Pavilion, Yamaguchi Katsuhiro’s
Mitsui Group Pavilion. The Expo Textile Association’s Pavilion “Textiles,” above all else, showcased a
groundbreaking 16 screen multichannel film installation and, under the direction of Matsumoto Toshio,
included architectural designs by Yokoo Tadanori and oversized female figures inside the pavilion’s dome
construction. Yoshimura’s main contributions to the pavilion were the following three crow motif instal-
lations: 1) a normal crow positioned in the scaffolding-like decoration of the pavilion exterior, 2) a crow
fashioned with legs of a woman, suspended from the interior lobby ceiling, 3) a normal crow caught in
scaffolding-like decorations in the construction of the interior lobby space. According to notes that re-
main from the time, it is clear that these were produced in the order of 2), 3), 1). The Yokohama Museum
of Art has additionally in its holdings 4) Oh-Garasu and 5) Karasu (Drawing). Including these, the order
of production can be surmised as 2), 3), 4), 1), 5). Yoshimura’s K.K. KANTSU & VERTICAL DESIGN
LABO company bypassed the large advertising agencies to produce these and to do other concurrent
work for corporations or for the Expo ’70 organization.

Matsumoto Toshio’s original idea for the Pavilion “Textiles” crow was to highlight the concept of ‘giv-
ing the audience a sensory/mental orgy.” Yotsuya Shimon’s figure of a man with a hat was to be displayed
in the lobby to form a set with the ‘crow fashioned with legs of a woman’ (#2 above), signifying male and
female. The ‘crow caught in scaffolding’ (#3 above) was paired with Yokoo Tadanori’s male dolls in red
working clothes. In other words, Yoshimura envisioned crows as women. If so, Yoshimura’s renaming his
original Tabigalasu as Oh-Garasu (Japanese homonym of “The Large Glass” and “A Big Crow”) can be
easily associated with Marcel Duchamp’s The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors, Even (The Large
Glass) (1915-1923).
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