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Takashi Ishida’s 2006-2007 Artwork in Residence
at the Yokohama Museum of Art;:
Artwork Production and Timeline

MATSUNAGA Shintaro

Curator, Yokohoma Museum of Art

Takashi Ishida was invited to participate in the Yokohama Museum of Art’s “Artist in Museum” public art
production program in 2006. He worked in residence at the Museum’s Art Gallery 2 for four months, from
November 2006 to February 2007. His basic technique, known as ‘drawing animation,’ is achieved by stop
frame animation-still images of repeated incremental hand drawn lines on a plane converted to ‘moving im-
ages’ at a pace of 30 frames per second. Around ten thousand images were made during his time at the Mu-
seum. He edited these to create two works-a three-screen exhibition installation, Wall of the Sea, and the film
Film of the Sea.

The production process was recorded by the Museum through fixed video cameras, Museum staff photos,
and ten staff ‘studio reports’ uploaded to the Internet. Although ten years have passed since Ishida created
his work at the Yokohama Museum of Art, this report has been prepared to review and scrutinize the photos,
animation, and written documentation of that time and to create a summary chronology of Ishida’s process
at the Museum. Additionally, we analyzed the timeline for Film of the Sea in an effort to compare the se-
quence of the drawing and photographing of individual scenes. The following could be confirmed from in-
vestigating and analyzing the documentary materials and the actual work:

— production work involving photography can be classified into 45 processes

— almost all of the scenes shot at the time of residence are contained in the completed work, and
most appear more than once

— although few, there are scenes that are not included in the final artwork

— one scene was computer generated after the Museum residence period

The above allows an understanding of the structure of the completed work to emerge. The scene develop-
ment for the first half of the work basically goes along with the order photographs were shot, with two rep-
etitions overall. In the second half, the scene order gets more complicated. There is a concentration of reverse
playback happening along with a scattering of various moving images. It is this researcher’s opinion that
Ishida’s overall themes of ‘rewinding time’ and ‘repetition’ overlap with the Museum’s specified subject of
‘water flow.”
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