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Introducing Documents : Shimomura Kanzan’s
Nikki-cho (Studio Diary)

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

In 2013, the Shimomura Kanzan Retrospective, commemorating the 140th anniversary of the
artist’s birth, was held at the Yokohama Museum of Art (from December 7, 2013 to February 11,
2014). On this occasion, Shimomura’s surviving family gifted six volumes of the handwritten artist’s
studio diary to the museum. Transliterations and annotations on the first volume, On a Hill (October
1, 1919 to June 30, 1920), were subsequently published as “Introducing Documents” in the Bulletin
of Yokohama Museum of Art (issue nos. 16, 17). This issue is contained similar information on the
second volume, titled Studio Diary (July 1, 1920 to October 20, 1921). The entries from July 1 to
October 25 were recorded by the studio houseboy, Irie Tahei, and the remainder were made by
Kanzan’s third son, Hidetoki Shimomura.

The diary provides a detailed record of studio and family events, including the dispatch and
receipt of correspondence, a list of visitors, Kanzan’s personal activities (making art, going out),
financial accounts. It also seems to have functioned as a reminder of the artist’s commissions,
appeals for the delivery of works, and requests for authentication notes and appraisals.

Major entries made during this period also provide a record of important works in Kanzan’s
career. These include The Sun and the Moon (Y okohama Museum of Art Collection), a painting that
was dedicated on the occasion of Crown Prince Yi Un’s (a member of the Korean imperial family)
marriage to Princess Masako Nashimoto, an event that was held following Japan’s annexation of
Korea; Flowers of Four Seasons, a folding screen made by special order for the inner shrine of Meiji
Shrine in 1918; and Nanko (Tokyo National Museum Collection), which was made at the request of
Hara Tomitaro (also known as Sankei) and shown in the 8th Revived Japan Art Institute Exhibition.

At the same time, Hidetoki dispassionately recounts a tragedy that befell the family when
Kanzan’s sixth son, Atsushi, died two months after he was born in the summer of 1921.

(Project Director, Yokohama Museum of Art)

Introducing Documents : Shimomura Kanzan's Nikki-cho(Studio Diary) | (52)33



