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Research Notes on Nakajima Kiyoshi’s Wartime
Journals 1938-1939

UCHIYAMA Junko

Nakajima Kiyoshi (1899-1989) was a Nihonga painter and a resident of Yokohama. Through examination
of his journal entries written in 1938 and 1939, this research aims to shed light on Nakajima’s experience and
his thoughts on art during this period of Japan’s advancing militarization at the height of the Japan-China
War. His journals were written in the daily pages of the Diary Book for the Home Front (yokohama-shi shut-
sudo shoshi katei nikki) published by The Yokohama City Military Support Association (yokohama-shi shut-
sudo gunjin koenkai) for families of Yokohama military personnel on active duty. The Association was estab-
lished in 1937 to console bereaved families of military personnel. Copies of the above-mentioned publication
were distributed free of charge and contained The Imperial Rescript to Soldiers and Sailors issued by the
Meiji Emperor, army and navy organization charts, notes on ideal homefront attitudes, daily pages with
blank space for names of visitors and columns for recording communications from the battlefield. The fron-
tispiece for each month featured an artwork by Nakajima or other artists of the Yokohama Art Association
(yokohama bijutsu kyokai). Although there were no soldiers on active duty in Nakajima’s household, he re-
ceived the Diary Book as a frontispiece contributing artist and used it to write down his daily matters. He also
cooperated with the Association by visiting soldiers in hospitals, editing magazines for military personnel and
their families, and organizing local artists.

Nakajima became an associate member of the Japan Art Institute (nikon bijutsuin) in 1930, a full member
after the war, and a lifelong participant in the Inten Exhibition (organized by the Japan Art Institute) there-
after. In the 1930s, increasing numbers of painters wished to explore new expressions in Nihonga and to de-
part from the neo-classicism that held sway under the Inten organization. With the Teiten Exhibition (under
the Imperial Art Academy) reorganized in 1935 to reinforce government sponsorship and aligned with the
Inten Exhibition, young and mid-career artists became disenchanted and quit the organizaton being worried
that the anti-establishment mindset of the Inten Exhibition would become a mere facade. Nakajima, how-
ever, remained. He sometimes showed a tendency towards modernism but basically developed a clear and
calm style based on Neo-classicism that took over Inten. From his diary, we can discern that Nakajima, while
committed to the Inten mainstream line, took note of the new directions his generation of painters were tak-
ing and he tried to avoid being complacent in neo-classicism.

Between 1938 and 1939, Nakajima visited China twice to console the troops and to research painting
themes. In 1939, his China Street series, seven paintings depicting street performers and people at leisure in
the streets of Beijing, was awarded the Inten Exhibition Nihon Bijutsuin Award. Nakajima’s early passion to
be a painter is clear in words he wrote in his diary as a young man: ‘I will draw human beings with original-
ity and endless variety.” Maintaining this passion, he poured his heart and soul into his China Street series
depicting the people of China regardless of it being during the Japan-China War. As far as we can tell from
his diary, Nakajima did not resist the State Shinto based Emperor centered views prevalent at the time. He
was happy to be able as an artist to provide some pleasure to the men fighting in the war. He was, however,
strongly uncomfortable creating works according to national policies. He calmly accepted the trends and
historical views of the time without giving up his humanism in his depictions of people. To accomplish this,
and survive through a period of hardship, he positioned himself within the Inten classical style.
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The Japan World Exposition, Osaka (Expo "70)
and Yoshimura Masunobu’s Oh-Garasu (Japanese
homonym of “The Large Glass” and “A Big Crow”)

KIMURA Eriko

Yoshimura Masunobu (1932-2011) played a central role in the collective activities that marked post-
war Japanese avant-garde art. In particular, the performance art of his Neo Dadaism Organizers, with
Akasegawa Genpei, Arakawa Shusaku, Shinohara Ushio and others attracted significant media atten-
tion. Yoshimura then went on to New York where he created technology focused art using acrylic and
neon. After returning to Japan, his style completely changed from the end of 1969 to the beginning of
1970, as seen in his acclaimed Pig, pig’ lib; (1971).

This study focuses on Yoshimura’s transitional work Oh-Garasu (originally titled Tabigalasu) in the
collection of the Yokohama Museum of Art, tracing and clarifying the background of its production
and its relation to Expo ’70 and to K.K. KANTSU & VERTICAL DESIGN LABO, the company Yo-
shimura established.

Aside from conventional art exhibits at Expo *70, many artists were involved in producing various
pavilions, such as Okamoto Taro’s Theme Pavilion, Usami Keiji’s Steel Pavilion, Yamaguchi Katsuhiro’s
Mitsui Group Pavilion. The Expo Textile Association’s Pavilion “Textiles,” above all else, showcased a
groundbreaking 16 screen multichannel film installation and, under the direction of Matsumoto Toshio,
included architectural designs by Yokoo Tadanori and oversized female figures inside the pavilion’s dome
construction. Yoshimura’s main contributions to the pavilion were the following three crow motif instal-
lations: 1) a normal crow positioned in the scaffolding-like decoration of the pavilion exterior, 2) a crow
fashioned with legs of a woman, suspended from the interior lobby ceiling, 3) a normal crow caught in
scaffolding-like decorations in the construction of the interior lobby space. According to notes that re-
main from the time, it is clear that these were produced in the order of 2), 3), 1). The Yokohama Museum
of Art has additionally in its holdings 4) Oh-Garasu and 5) Karasu (Drawing). Including these, the order
of production can be surmised as 2), 3), 4), 1), 5). Yoshimura’s K.K. KANTSU & VERTICAL DESIGN
LABO company bypassed the large advertising agencies to produce these and to do other concurrent
work for corporations or for the Expo ’70 organization.

Matsumoto Toshio’s original idea for the Pavilion “Textiles” crow was to highlight the concept of ‘giv-
ing the audience a sensory/mental orgy.” Yotsuya Shimon’s figure of a man with a hat was to be displayed
in the lobby to form a set with the ‘crow fashioned with legs of a woman’ (#2 above), signifying male and
female. The ‘crow caught in scaffolding’ (#3 above) was paired with Yokoo Tadanori’s male dolls in red
working clothes. In other words, Yoshimura envisioned crows as women. If so, Yoshimura’s renaming his
original Tabigalasu as Oh-Garasu (Japanese homonym of “The Large Glass” and “A Big Crow”) can be
easily associated with Marcel Duchamp’s The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors, Even (The Large
Glass) (1915-1923).
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Hara Sanke1 Letters from the Estate of Kawazura
Yoshio: The Compilation of Sankei-jo, Yogi, Sankei-
gashiiand cultural exchanges in Hara’s later years

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

Woodblock print artist and expert copyist of Japanese ancient paintings Kawazura Yoshio (1880-
1963) was born in Usa, Oita prefecture. After graduating from the Tokyo School of Fine Arts in 1904, he
was employed by art book publisher Shinbishoin as a technical expert assigned to reproduce antique
paintings. His projects included color woodblock reproductions of various types of antique paintings,
such as the Ukiyoe-ha gashii (Schools of Ukiyo-e Collection; November, 1907), the Toyo bijutsu taikan
(General Survey of Oriental Art; August, 1908), and later the Scrolls of the Tale of Genji (National Trea-
sure, The Tokugawa Art Museum), the Heron by Tan’an Chiden, and the Ancient Sutra Manuscripts on
Fans (National Treasure, Osaka Shitenndji Temple). Kawazura was regarded highly as the leading tech-
nician of expert reproduction in woodblock. From around 1912 until the 1930s, he engaged in reproduc-
ing the antique art owned by Hara Sankei and consequently compiling the Sankei-jo (catalogue raisonné
of the Sankei collection), publishing the Yogi (Recreational paintings and calligraphy by historical fig-
ures from the Sankei collection), and compiling and distributing the Sankei gashii (Selected paintings,
drawings, and calligraphy by Hara Sankei). He and Hara Sankei were intimate friends from the early 20t
century through the pre-war years until Hara’s death.

The letters reprinted in this bulletin are being presented to the public for the first time. After Kawa-
zura’s death, Funahashi Mitsuru, a student of Kawazura, organized the documents including these let-
ters that Horiuchi Michio, Kawazura’s cousin, later inherited from Funahashi. The documents were
donated to the Yokohama Museum of Art after having been kept in Horiuchi’s home for many years. In
addition to the Sankei letters, there are also letters of Nihonga artist Kobayashi Kokei, art historian
Yashiro Yukio, scholar of ancient texts Tanaka Shinbi, and businessman art collector and tea connois-
seur Takahashi Yoshio (Soan).

This report introduces 96 reprinted letters written by Hara Sankei, with detailed annotation. Interpre-
tation and analysis of these letters is necessary in order to understand the deep meanings of the Sankei-jo
and the Yogi compilation. These, as well as the Sankei-gashii which is regarded as a survey of Sankei’s
own artistic achievements, attest to Hara’s research in ancient arts in his later years. The letters further
give evidence of Hara Sankei’s interaction with cultural figures of his time.
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