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Introducing Documents: Yama no ue (On a Hill),
Studio Diary of SHIMOMURA Kanzan
[Summary]

KASHIWAGI Tomoh

The collection contains six volumes of a studio diary that convey the nature of Nihon-ga painter SHI-
MOMURA Kanzan’s creative activities and daily life. The diaries were kept mainly by Kanzan’s disci-
ples, IRIE Tahei, NAKANIWA Jakumyo (Danka), YAGISHITA Zenzaburo (Seioku), and his sons,
Hidetoki and others. The diaries recorded details of studio business, including the receipt and sending
of letters, telephone calls, visitors, Kanzan’s activities (working on paintings, going out), receipt and
disbursement of money. The main function of the diaries seems to have been to remind the artist of the
large number of painting commissions that arrived day after day, demands for paintings to be finished,
letters to be answered, and requests for authentication (of old paintings and the work of Shunso, Shiko,
Kogetsu, and Seiho). They were also useful in avoiding trouble related to accepting or rejecting commis-
sions, autographs on boxes, and the receipt of money. They are valuable documents for understanding
Kanzan’s daily activities and creative work during his late years, but have not been reprinted.

The six volumes of diaries will be reprinted in order in this bulletin with the addition of bibliographical
notes as a contribution to Kanzan studies. In Yama no ue, introduced in this edition of the bulletin,
events in the studio from October 1, 1919 to June 30, 1920 are listed without a break. Of these volumes
of Yama no ue, the entries from October 1, 1919 to February 29, 1920 are introduced here.
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